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ABSTRACT 
 
This concerto for two horns and orchestra is a 25-minute work for two virtuoso horn 
players and full-size orchestra. The work draws on images of the Rocky Mountains and 
Western United States. Three movements depict a mountain ascent, lonely calls between the 
mountain tops, and a majestic fanfare celebrating the grandeur of these geologic features. 
The first movement features a slowly ascending melody shared between the soloists 
and orchestra. As the melody rises, it gathers momentum and rhythmic intensity. A persistent 
ostinato continues to drive the music forward as the melody ascends. Once reaching its 
climactic height, the clouds above usher in a peaceful serenity. 
The second movement features two horns reaching across lonely mountain tops. The 
soloists call to each other with motives reminiscent of the opening melody. These calls grow 
into full cadenzas between the now connected horns. The orchestra provides an ever-growing 
layer of clouds and mist, obscuring the two lonely soloists. 
  iv 
The final movement is an exuberant celebration of these mountainous peaks. It begins 
with a celebratory fanfare growing out of the lonely calls. The music returns to the grandeur 
of the opening melody, mixed with driving rhythms and massive sound. 
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INSTRUMENTATION 
Soloists 
2 Horns in F 
 
Ensemble 
2 Flutes 
2 Oboes 
2 Clarinets in Bb 
2 Bassoon 
4 Horns in F 
2 Trumpets in C 
   Trombone 
   Bass Trombone 
   Timpani 
   Percussion: Marimba, Crotales, Suspended Cymbal 
   Strings  
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VITA 
 
Daniel Morel is a Kansas City-based composer who energizes his music with spectral 
lyricism. Garnering commissions and performances across the United States, his music 
reflects myriad literary and natural interests. His works are permeated with the Western 
sensibilities of his Colorado upbringing, drawing on influences ranging from prairie 
thunderstorms to classic American poetry. 
Mr. Morel has received awards and honors from the Mizzou New Music Initiative, 
Byrdcliffe Guild, the City of Hartford, the Hartt School, the Longfellow Chorus, and the 
Colorado State Music Teacher’s Association, among others. Recent premieres include the 
Cherry Creek Chorale, Hartford Opera Theater, and Seasons Festival Orchestra. 
Mr. Morel holds degrees from Bucknell University (BA) and The Hartt School, 
University of Hartford (MM, AD). He is currently working on a doctorate at the University 
of Missouri-Kansas City. Performance details and further information are available at 
www.danmorel.com. 
